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I am so happy to present you with the first edition of 
Shark Bites, a newsletter to be enjoyed by the members 
of the Shark Tooth Sports Car Club.   
 
I want to say up front, THANK YOU to Steve Bieglecki 
who agreed to be the newsletter’s Editor.  It was Steve 
who came up with the name and format and who quite 
frankly takes all the bits and pieces that the contributors 
send him and creates the document you now have in 
front of you.  A big Shark Tooth shout out to Steve for a 
job well done! 
 
I think a club newsletter, if done right, is important for a 
number of reasons: 

• It elevates the club to higher level of class, 

professionalism, and organization 

• It enhances communication to our membership, 

which often times is the one single item most 

often cited in surveys that people complain 

about – lack of communication  

• It gives the membership a place they can go to 

get most of their questions answered without 

having to go to multiple links on our website 

• It provides an opportunity to read an automotive 

related article or two of interest that would not 

lend itself to being presented at a monthly club 

meeting.   

Our intent is to make Shark Bites a quarterly publication 
with release dates being January 1, April 1, July 1 and 
October 1.   Members of the club’s leadership team will 
be the primary contributors.  However, any member can 
present an article for inclusion subject to the following 
requirements:  

• It must be automotive related 

• It cannot be seen as a sales or marketing article 

• It must be apolitical 

• It must be approved by a majority of the Club 

Board  

• The newsletter Editor has the right to reject the 

article based on its length, with the contributor 

having the right to resubmit the article in a more 

manageable length 

We hope you enjoy not only this edition but all future 
editions.  If there is something you would like us to 
consider adding to the newsletter, please drop me a note 
(Ken.Maher@StevensLee.com) or give me a call 
(610.299.1473).  Our goal is to have the newsletter add 
additional value and enjoyment associated with 
membership in the Shark Tooth Sports Car Club. 
So Happy Motoring and enjoy the read! 
 
YOLO (You Only Live Once) 

Ken Maher 

 

      
 
Have you ever stopped and thought about how driving a 
car has changed over the years?  I mean what’s 
changed? After all you get in on the left side of the car, 
you start the car, put it in gear, drive on the right side of 
the road, you steer using the steering wheel, you 
accelerate using the gas pedal and you stop the car 
using the brake pedal. Well look at it from this viewpoint:  
 

➢ Starting the Car:  We’ve gone from standing in 
front of the car using a hand crank (and hoping 
the crank handle wouldn’t kick back and break 
our wrist) to the electric starter where we would 
just turn a key.  Now we push a button. 
 

➢ Putting The Car in Gear:  We’ve gone from 
“three on the tree” to “three, four, five, six and 
now seven on the floor”.  Automatics have gone 
from two speeds to eight speeds or perhaps 
more correctly gears. 
 

➢  Remote Start:  In the early days a remote start 
was as mentioned above standing in front of the 
car and turning a crank.  Today, if we have an 
automatic transmission, we can be 50 yards 
away and press a button. 
 

➢ Music:  Do you remember back in the day you 
would go into a dealer and when ordering a new 
car we had options for the radio and they were: 
 

o AM 
o AM/FM 
o AM/FM Stereo 

 
And then there came a time back in the sixties 
when we could get an 8-track player, which was 
replaced in the mid to late seventies with an 
option for a cassette play, which in the eighties 
was replaced with an option for a single or multi-
disc CD player.  Now, the upgrade comes from 
music coming from out of space being broadcast 
from a satellite circling far above the earth’s 
surface.  And if that’s not to your liking, we just 
plug in our MP3 player or phone – say whattttt? 

 
➢ Changing Lanes:  Back in the day we would 

actually have to turn our head around to check 
your “blind spot” before changing lanes.  Today 
we check our side view mirror to see if there is a 
yellow icon lit telling us that something is in our 

mailto:Ken.Maher@StevensLee.com
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blind spot and or have it blink red if we use our 
directionals before changing lanes. 
 

➢ Backing Up:  Remember the old days when 
we’d throw our right arm up over the seat back, 
turn our head (ouch) and look out the back 
window as we backed up.  Now we look at the 
rear-view camera screen. 
 

➢ Parallel Parking:  There was a time when this 
was a real art.  We would pride ourselves if we 
could do it in three moves and were six inches 
from the curb.  The challenge was when to turn 
the wheel to the right and when to swing back to 
the left.  Today we look at the rear camera 
screen and be guided by the yellow and red 
lines on the screen – cheater!  Wait, a real 
cheater pushes a button and simply lets the car 
park itself. 
 

➢ Power Plants:  The obvious discussion here 
might be 4 to 6 to 8 to10 cylinders. No wait, my 
Aston Martin has 12.  But no I want to talk about 
something else when we talk power plant.  What 
do you call that thing under the hood?  Is it an 
engine or a motor?  We car guys think these 
terms are interchangeable.  But are they?  My 
father who owned a Gulf service station (yes, 
they were once “service” stations), would always 
correct me when I would refer to what motor I 
was putting in my car.  He would say: “The word 
motor means it uses electricity.  If it’s internal 
combustion and runs on gasoline, and 
specifically Gulf gas, it’s an engine.”  Makes 
sense to me!  But wait – what does Harley 
Davidson call what they make “motorcycles”.  
I’m confused!    
 

➢ Braking:  For decades it’s always been 
accepted that if you want to slow down or brake, 
we press the pedal to the left of the gas pedal.  
The driver would have to make a conscious 
decision to push the pedal.  Not anymore, the 
computer can now make that decision for us. 
 

➢ Directions:  Remember when you would go into 
a service station and ask for directions or even 
ask for a map (they were free back then).  
Today, maps are a thing of the past as is asking 
for directions.  As long as you have an address 
all you need is a navigation system in your car 
and you’re good to go.  Better yet, why spend 
the money on buying a nav system (which few 
people do today) when you can use Google 
Maps or Waze right on your phone to get where 
you’re going and do so while directing you 
around traffic, telling you where the accidents 
are, road hazards and best of all for those who 
might be inclined to drive in excess of the posted 
speed limit, where the cops are. 
 

➢ Fuel:  When we first started driving, with the 
exception of going into a Sunoco station, when 
we pulled up to the pump, we had three choices 
- regular, mid-grade or premium.  Then in the 
seventies when unleaded fuel and cars were 
introduced, we had to decide on lead or 
unleaded – easy choice here, specifically if you 
had a new car that ran on unleaded because the 
leaded pump nozzles wouldn’t fit into a car that 
was designed to run on unleaded gas –why? - 
the vehicle’s filler neck was smaller in size.  Now 
with ethanol, while almost all blends have 10% 
ethanol (E-10), we need to look to see if the fuel 
we’re buying may have a higher percentage as 
our cars are not engineered for gas with a higher 
percentage of ethanol than 10%.  So, what’s the 
future?  Will we see gasoline disappear 
completely? Who knows? The “Green New 
Deal” being proposed by some proposes doing 
away with all fossil fuels.  Are we looking at an 
electric sports car in our future?  Probably!  Is 
that a bad thing?  From a pure performance 
perspective, the current performance Tesla S 
model goes from 0-60 in 3 seconds.  The C7 
ZO6 does it in 2.95 seconds with an 8-speed 
paddle shift and the ZO7 Performance Package.  
Not bad!        

 
What’s next?  Stay tuned!  We know that self-driving 
cars are becoming a reality and who knows, we just may 
be on the cusp on living in the age of the Jetsons*.   
 

* I hear Spacely Sprockets is looking for volunteers ☺ 
 
Ken Maher 
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Welcome to the first installment of our Newsletter, 
SHARK BITES. 
 
Subject to future reviews and modifications, my thoughts 
for a column include three areas: 
 
1) A list of upcoming Shows, Gatherings and Car 
Related Events. This will be found elsewhere in the 
newsletter (see below). 
 
2) A short collection of my own observations of an 
Automotive-Based topic.             
 
This month’s topic? - Electric Vehicles (EVs) 
 
Electric Vehicles - Love them or hate them, I think 
everyone will agree that they are here to stay.  Will they 
change? Absolutely.  As an example, Mary Barra, CEO 
of General Motors, recently said that in the next 30 
months, GM will add at least 30 new EVs. Further, she 
says that by 2025, GM will be outselling Tesla in EVs.                                                                     
Are we ready for them?  Not yet.     
       
 
In simple terms, there are essentially 3 current versions 
of electric vehicles: Hybrid, Plug-in Hybrid and BEV or 
Battery Electric Vehicles.   
 
A hybrid is a combination of a gasoline (or other fuel) 
combustion engine and an electric assist motor.  The 
gasoline engine, along with regenerative braking will 
recharge the batteries to power the electric assist motor.  
These are already very capable in the marketplace. 
 
A Plug-in Hybrid is the same as a Hybrid but with the 
added ability to plug in to a charger for the batteries. 
Also, already very capable. 
 
A BEV is an entirely electric vehicle. It is charged by 
plugging in to an electric charger and is generally 
capable of partially re-charging through regenerative 
braking. 
 
There are many opinions on the viability of electric 
vehicles and their feasibility.  Are they capable? 
Absolutely.  Did you know that large ships (cruise ships, 
tankers, subs etc.) are generally powered by electric 
motors?  The onboard engines, diesel, steam or nuclear 
are primarily used to provide electricity for the drive 
motors.   The entire San Francisco Trolley system is 
powered by a combination of four 300 HP electric 
motors. But these all have a constant source of 
electricity, not batteries. Yes, electric motors are strong 
and fast.  In Fact, one super car manufacturer, DEUS, 
has a Super Car BEV that produces 2200 HP and a 0 to 
60 time of less than 2 seconds! 

 
The Kryptonite for BEVs is in the batteries and the 
charging thereof.  At this point, batteries are terrible for 
the environment, being largely non-recyclable and very 
toxic.  The raw materials required to construct batteries 
generally come from much less than desirable sources.  
A large portion of the electricity required to charge these 
batteries is produced by the very fossil fuels that the 
electric car proponents claim to replace.  Recent 
research has shown that about 85% of people buying 
electric vehicles are not buying them for environmental 
reasons. These issues will eventually be conquered, but 
we are not there yet.   
 
The biggest obstacle for electrics is capacity, or distance 
traveled between charges. Also of concern is the amount 
of time required to recharge. A major motorhome 
manufacturer recently tested their new BEV small-size 
motorhome. On a 300-mile trip, they had to stop & 
recharge every 70-90 miles. But, again, these issues will 
eventually be conquered.  Someone will, sooner or later, 
develop a battery that will run for 700 to 1000 miles 
between charges and that will charge fully in a matter of 
a few minutes.  When that happens, game over.  Will 
your next Sports Car be electric?  Never say never!  
 

 
 
3) What Do You Know…about the cars in our club? 
 
Each issue, I will do a generic and very basic “Spotlight” 
on one type of car, chosen at random. The car chosen 
will have at least one representative in our club.  If the 
article is about a 1982 YUGO, it will be about ’82 
YUGOs in general, not about your specific car.  Yours 
may have more features or special equipment.  This 
article is to give you some general knowledge about ’82 
YUGOs that you may see in the parking lot at the next 
meeting. 
 
As this article is already reaching the long boring stage, 
I’ll not do a spotlight this month.  Starting with next issue, 
I’ll include it.  We already have a section in our monthly 
meetings that is “And Now You Know”.  Hopefully, “What 
Do You Know” will give you some insight into the cars in 
our club.  If someone asks you “What do you know about 
Wilbur’s YUGO?”, you might be able to provide an 
answer! 
 

Dave Love   

We’ll see about that! 
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This listing is accurate as of the date of this publication. 

Check the club’s Monthly Meeting Minutes under “Club 

Admin” on our website for updated listings of STSCC 

suggested area car show events. 

 

STSCC Area Car Shows 4Q’22 
 
CARS & COFFEE, NORTH PORT at Cocoplum 
Center.     8am -10am.  $10.00 Donation requested 

• October 2 

• November 6 

• December 11 
 
CARS & COFFEE UTC MALL, Sarasota          
8am - 10am. $10 Donation requested 

• October 8 

• November12 

• December 10 
 
LANCE’S Cruise-ins. (November & December Shows 
posted when announced) 

• October 1     Hooters, Sarasota, US 41 @ Clark 
Rd., 5pm - 8pm 

• October 4     Ideal Classic Cars, Venice.    
9am - 1pm 

• October 15.  Joey D’s Venice, 4:30pm - 7:30pm 
 
DEARBORN CRUISE-INS, Englewood, 1pm - 6pm 

• October 2 

• November 6 

• December 4 
 
CLUB DESIGNATED SHOW 
Knights of Columbus, benefitting St Jude’s Hospital 

• Our Lady of the Angels 12905 SR 70 Lakewood 
Ranch, October 29, 10am - 2pm   $20 pre-reg.     
631-478-9584.  MAQ072017@gmail.com  

 
PREMIUM CAR SHOWS. premiumcarshows.com 

• October 2, Bert’s Harley Davidson/Twisted Fork.  

• Port Charlotte, 9am - 3pm. $20 pre-reg   

• October 15, Bell Tower Corvette & Open Show.  
Ft Myers. 9am - 3 pm. $25 pre-reg 

• December 11 Bert’s HD/Twisted Fork, Port 
Charlotte. 8am - 3pm. $20 pre-reg 

 
CORVETTES ONLY 

• Harbor Corvettes Holiday Happening     
StingRays, Muscle Car City, Punta Gorda 
December 10, 8am - 3pm ,$30 pre-reg  150 cars 
max   harbor corvettes.com  

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the first edition of our club newsletter, 
“Shark Bites”.  We have had great adventures and 
dinners over the past year and, I am sure there will be 
many more to come.  
 
As the Social Events Coordinator, it is my job to relay 
information regarding our monthly dinners and events to 
the membership.  As a member of the club, you are 
asked to host one monthly dinner and one social event 
in a rotation cycle.  
 
The monthly dinners are held on the third Monday of 
each month, so the date is determined.  The location for 
the dinner is your choice.  Once you have chosen your 
location, complete the event submission form located 
under the Club Admin tab on the website. Please include 
all pertinent details and any comments you have 
regarding your dinner on the form.  When it is complete 
and submitted, it will automatically be sent to me.  I will 
enter your information into the dinner announcement and 
send it to the membership. Responses will come directly 
to you.  To allow everyone to get to know each other 
better, please have numbers available for the attendees 
to pick for seating assignments. For example, if you 
have two couples to a table, you will have two number 
1s and so on.   
 

  
 
Each month we have a club outing.  If you are hosting 
the outing, the venue is your choice, as is the date.  
Keep in mind that the dinner that month will be held on 
the third Monday and the membership meeting will be 
held on the second Wednesday. As with the dinners, you 
will complete the event form on the website providing all 
the details. Once submitted, it will come directly to me 
for communicating to the members.  Again, responses 
will come directly to you.  
 

  
 
In addition to the list below, the dinners and events will 
be listed on the club calendar located on the website. 
Everyone has busy schedules, so we ask that you have 
your event details and dinner locations in place three 
months in advance.  This will give everyone an 
opportunity to reserve the date on their personal 
calendars.   

https://www.sharktoothsportscarclub.com/
mailto:MAQ072017@gmail.com
http://premiumcarshows.com/
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Shark’s Tooth Car Club monthly membership 
meeting is the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 
5:30 pm at the Venice Police Headquarters  
 

 
2022 
Monthly Dinners – date predetermined 
D’Angelo October 17 Chaz 51 
Gilbert  November 21 Mattison’s 41 
Maher  December 5 Made in Italy 
 

Monthly Outings – host to select date 
Wencil  October 3         Myakka Elephant Ranch 
Note:  November event cancelled 
DiLella  December         Venice Theater 
 

 
2023  
Monthly Dinners – date predetermined 
Westfall/Barcelo January 16 
Taylor   February 20 
Bieglecki  March 20 
Rossi   April 17 
Maple   May 15 
Mannino  June 19 
 

Monthly Outings – host to select date 
Mannino  February 
Maple   March 
Rossi   January 
Bieglecki   May 
Taylor   June 
Westfall/Barcelo April 
 
Click here and scroll down to “Upcoming Events” for a 
real time up-to-date listing of club events. 
 
Smile, you may be on candid camera! As the host of 
an event or dinner, we ask that you take photos for 
posting on the website. 
 

 
 
It is a pleasure to work with all of you. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact me.  
Jumbreit@me.com 
 
 

Judy Umbreit   

Sharks Plan a Romantic Cruise 
Down the Danube 
  
It seems only fitting that with a name like Shark Tooth, 
our club should occasionally take to the water.  Hence a 
river cruise has been planned for 2023.   
 

 
 
We’ll be boarding a Viking River boat, which is well 
regarded for its excellence in operating these types of 
excursions.   
 
We will depart Regensburg, Germany on August 6, 
2023, and end on August 13 in Budapest, 
Hungary.  We’ll start our excursion beforehand with a 
three (3) day trip to Prague in the Czech Republic.  We 
have thirteen (13) couples signed up with six (6) of those 
being STSCC membercouples looking forward to a good 
time.  
 

  
 

  
 
While we have received responses from all club 
members, if anyone who did not sign up, would now like 
to join us, you are always welcome to do so.  If you 
misplaced the Viking contact person, contact me and I 
will be happy to provide it to you 
 
Ken Maher 
 

A passenger review from the very first cruise ship ark 
 

Cruise venues have vastly improved over time! 

https://www.sharktoothsportscarclub.com/
mailto:Jumbreit@me.com
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Happy Birthday 

 

 
 

October 

John Gilbert 1st 

Renate D’Angelo 1st 

Tom Rossi 3rd 

Tom Moore 5th 

Rod Pennington17th 

Darlene Bieglecki 19th 

Dave Lytle 26th 

 
 

November 
Margaret Barcelo 25th 

Janice Love 27th 

 
 

December 
Rich Gruenberg 6th 

Cristina Papson 19th 

Kathy Maher 28th 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

 
 
 
 

October 
Mendes 5th 

 
 

November 
Love 17th 

 

 

 

  

 
I’d bet these two don’t make it into many 

“Anniversary Celebrations” announcements 
 

Wait, what! Is that Ken & Kathy? 

This Photo by Unknown 

http://www.pngall.com/birthday-cake-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://rojo-valentino.blogspot.com.es/2011_09_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 8 

 
Hello, Sharks - sounds kind of like the Shark Tank.  
“Well, hello you have tuned into Shark Bites.”  
 
One of the great things about our club is the diversity of 
cars we have. I think one the most fun events this year 
was the Cruise on Ken’s Street. We had a great turn out. 
It was fun walking around with everyone as they all had 
a story about their car. Either how they came about 
owning it or some other neat tale. Each one had an 
interesting history, except Gary as he does not keep 
them that long. Just kidding; you do get to try many cars 
that way, and that can be fun. Below you can see in the 
chart our current breakdown of types of cars and colors. 
Looks like the Vettes still have it and red just squeaked 
by blue as top color, thanks to Rick & Judy’s recent red 
Jaguar acquisition. 
    

 

VEHICLES 
Alfa Romeo 
Aston Martin 

Audi 
BMW 

Chevrolet 
Ferrari 
Ford 

Jaguar 
Maserati 

Mercedes 
Porsche 

 
1 
1 
1 
5 
9 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 

COLORS 
Red 

White 
Blue 

Silver/Gray 
Black 
Beige 

 
8 
4 
7 
4 
2 
1 

 

We currently have 26 memberships. Just as we have a 
diversity of automobiles, we have a diversity of states 
and even countries that members originally came from. 
We have members from Maryland, Michigan, 
Massachusetts, Illinois, Connecticut, West Virginia, New 
York, Colorado, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Wisconsin, 
Florida and Canada. That is quite a variety. I am sure we 
can all learn more about these different areas as we all 
get to know each other better.  That is all for now. 
Looking forward to meeting many of you that I have not 
yet. Again, if you don’t know someone, please introduce 
yourself. Stay Safe. 
 

Bill Mendes   

 
Greetings fellow Sharks! Your Quartermaster, Sandy 
Connors here.  If you haven’t attended a meeting lately, 
here’s a photo of our updated (and lighter weight) logo. 
We removed the background black stitching from the 
oval so that the embroidery would lay flatter. So far, 
everyone I’ve seen looks great! 

 

The price of our official club shirts has also gone up by 
$2.00, so they are now $61.00 each, including tax.  If 
you’d like to order a shirt, just shoot me an email or text 
with the shirt color, size and name you would like 
embroidered on it and I’ll get it ordered.  Shirt colors are 
white, navy, red, black and gray, with white being the 
official club shirt. Payment can be made in cash or 
check, payable to Shark Tooth Sports Car Club the next 
time I see you at a meeting, monthly dinner or social 
event.  
 
We also have a vendor who can embroider a STSCC 
logo on hats, t-shirts, light jackets, etc. You purchase the 
item, give it to me and I will typically have it back in time 
for our next meeting.  Cost is $6.00 per logo.  
Since we are a small club, it’s difficult to get a large 
variety of items to offer, but if you have an idea for a 
logo’d item that the majority might be interested in, 
please let me know.  I’ll do the research and report back 
on feasibility, price, etc. 
 
Hope to see you soon! 
 

Sandy Connors   
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Our Leadership Team has defined the Partner/ 
Sponsorship levels and associated benefits available 
through our club. This was presented to the membership 
for feedback at the August membership meeting. 
 

 
 
We plan on providing our Silver and Gold 
Partners/Sponsors with this space in our newsletter to 
highlight a Service or Product that they think our 
membership would be interested in  

 
 
 

This Quarter’s Featured Partner/Sponsor: 
 

 
 
 

Committed To Protecting Your Car and Providing 
and Amazing Customer Experience 
  
Your phone dings, and you check the text. The image 
you see is mind-blowing. Could that really be your car? 
A thumbnail view is not enough, so you run up to Sage 
Auto Studios to get the life-size perspective. Our team 

comes out to welcome you, then invites you inside 
where your car is waiting, all wrapped in XPEL paint 
protection film and freshly ceramic coated. Alex walks 
you in a circle so you can see it from every angle. It 
looks pristine, better than new. And you know, thanks to 
Sage Auto Studios it’s going to stay that way and you 
can drive the car with peace of mind.  
 

  
 
September 2017, Hurricane Irma is barreling up the west 
coast. Alex Nodel had just moved to Florida. This would 
be his first hurricane. He had no family here and didn’t 
know too many people—except Sarah Eckert. They’d 
met at a business networking event a few months prior. 
Sarah was also new to Florida, and, like Alex, she 
planned to ride out the storm on her own. 
 
They talked, and rather than face Irma’s fury by 
themselves, Alex and Sarah decided to hunker down 
and ride it out together. Nearly five years later, they’re 
still together, happily married with their beautiful 7-
month-old daughter Adeline and embracing whatever 
storms or sunny skies each day may bring.  
 
“The hurricane was devastating, so many bad memories 
for so many people,” Alex says. “But, for me, Irma not 
only introduced me to Florida, but it also introduced me 
to the most important person in my life. So, for me, 
nothing but good memories.” 
 
Today, Alex and Sarah each operate a thriving local 
business, and they have since purchased a home in 
Sarasota, a place to put down roots, with plenty of room 
for their daughter Addy to play, learn and a city to call 
home.  
 
For Alex, owning a local business is not only about doing 
good work, but it’s also about providing opportunities for 
other people who share his passion for restoring and 
protecting vehicles as well as his commitment to “going 
over and above” for their customers.  
 
“We’ve been successful, and I’m grateful. I could not do 
this on my own. I have two business partners, Wyatt 
Misztak and Matt Ancona. Both guys totally bought into 
our vision, and they each bring unique talents to our 
team. 
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“Wyatt is our film and tint specialist. He is a perfectionist, 
and if there’s a challenge with a specific car, I know he 
will figure out how to solve it. Recently Wyatt competed 
in a national XPEL conference and came in 4th in the 
country, we couldn’t be prouder. He too just had a 
daughter Emma; she is a few weeks old as of 
September 14th.  
 
“For the past 13 years, Matt Ancona has operated his 
own mobile detailing business, and he’s maintained loyal 
clients all that time. That kind of longevity is unheard of 
in that business. Since joining Sage, he has taken over 
the daily operation of the shop, training our team and 
maintaining our Sage standard. He is always the first 
one in the building, and the last one to leave.” 
 
“Miles Sudharto, our head installer, has been with me 
the longest. Miles embodies exactly the kind of people I 
want on our team. He’s ambitious, eager to learn as 
much as he can, he learns fast, and he works hard. He 
too competed in the XPEL conference and made it into 
the top 10 in the country, with less experience than his 
competitors, he truly has a natural talent and passion for 
this.   
 
“I’m grateful to be in a position to provide opportunities 
for people like Miles. Being able to do that, while taking 
care of our customers the right way and investing in the 
community—that, to me, defines success.” With 11 
people on our team now, we look forward to a bright 
future for Sage Auto Studios.   
  

  
 

Sage Auto Studios is located at 4702 Lena Road, in 
Lakewood Ranch, 34211. Call 941-306-9659 or go to 
www.sageautostudios.com to learn more and see 
our customer testimonials. 

 

Loyal Ferrari 308 GTBi Owner 
By:  Dan Fisher, CarGuy Chronicles 
 
Ed Cashman was still in the U.S. Navy when he 
saved up to buy his first Ferrari: a ‘81 308 GTBi, 
purchased new from a North Carolina Ferrari 

dealer. A LOYAL FERRARI 308 GTBi OWNER, he 
still owns it! 
 

  
 

For 41 years, Cashman’s 308 has seen its share of 
admiration among car enthusiasts and won numerous 
regional and national car awards. It was displayed in 
1994 at the Ferrari Club of America National meet in 
Monterey, winning Best in Class, and then invited to 
show on the 18th Green at the Pebble Beach Concours. 
Cashman said he had the help of two friends transport 
both his 308 and ‘71 365 GTB/4 Daytona, by co-driving 
them from Philadelphia to Monterey in five days. That 
adventure was well documented in a special op-ed in 
the Monterey County Herald by Dan Altiotti, one of the 
co-drivers of Cashman’s prancing horses. Cashman has 
since replaced his GTB/4 with a more-modern, stunning 
2000 Ferrari 550 Maranello. 
Reminiscing, Cashman said the Ferrari Club of America 
meet in 1994 was a truly memorable event that he 
attended with his 308 GTBi, sharing the warm 
camaraderie with fellow Ferrari owners and enthusiasts, 
including big Ferrari names like Piero Ferrari and Sergio 
Pininfarina. It was an event filled with Ferraris from day’s 
past that could best be described as a family reunion of 
the Maranello workforce! 

 
 

http://www.sageautostudios.com/


 11 

Now living in Venice, FL, Cashman and his 308 are still 
cruising together with ease and summer holiday vibes. 
Mother Nature gave rain the day off for a sunny Monday 
afternoon photo shoot. His 550 Maranello rested 
comfortably in its stable. 
On the outside, the GTBi has sharp lines, later giving 
birth to numerous successors starting with the 328. Its 
styling is as sleek as it is sexy, measuring 174.2 inches 
long and 67.7 inches wide. Sporty side quarter-windows 
and air scoops enhance the overall view. What must not 
go unnoticed is its very rare Blu Sera Metallizzato 
exterior, sparkling like full moon light under the Florida 
sun and serene as the midnight shores of the Gulf. 

  
 
According to Cashman, the GTBi is a pleasure cruiser, 
sporting a 179 cubic-inch V8 that can power his 308 to a 
top speed of 149 mph. Equipped with dual overhead 
cams, the Bosch K-Jetronic fuel injected V8 delivers 214 
horsepower with 181 pound-feet of torque at 4,600 rpm. 
 
Only 44 inches tall, a ride in the 308 feels like being in a 
go-kart, which coincidentally LOYAL FERRARI 308 GTBi 
OWNER Cashman also described the drive as, “the 308 
itself is one with the road”. From ignition to cruising on 
Venice Avenue, the GTBi was a smooth and comfortable 
ride, the kind of Ferrari that you would take out on a date 
night to a five-star restaurant and have guests at the 
valet gossiping whether that’s Magnum’s Tom Selleck 
behind the wheel! 
 
Looking inside, the GTBi’s plush leather buckets are as 
tan as Sam Neil’s khakis from Jurassic Park! Though 
one can only imagine what an overland journey in this 
tight two-place sports car from Philadelphia to Monterey 
may feel like when sitting in the driver’s seat. Climbing in 
the driver side feels like being surrounded by an Italian-
influenced Swiss watch. The gauges are functional, easy 
to read, and the interior looks race ready. 
 

 
 

With years of consistent attentive maintenance, LOYAL 
FERRARI 308 GTBi OWNER Cashman says the 308 is 

not the fastest Ferrari he owns but loves going out for a 
cruise or to shows whenever he can. If this Blu Sera 
Metallizzato Ferrari 308 GTBi can be described in one 
word, then perhaps Bellissimo has a nice ring to it! 

 
 

New Ferrari Daytona SP3 
 

 

 
 
A Tasty Rumor: LFA II May 
Feature LC 500 GT3 TTV8 Engine 
By: M. C. Cuccio for Club Lexus 
 

 
 
Hot off the rumor mill, a tantalizing prospect: Lexus’s 
next supercar may feature a bona-fide twin-turbo V8 
racing engine under the hood! 
Historically, manufacturers utilized endurance racing as 
a means to test the mettle of their machines. 
Traditionally in GT racing, this entails modifying a 
roadgoing vehicle and its engine to suit the demands of 
the circuit. Less often, however, do we see the opposite 
taking place, where you take a no-nonsense racing 
engine and adapt it to the road. Typically, endurance 
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racing features serious engines built for serious 
purposes. And the Lexus LC 500 GT3’s heart is certainly 
no exception. This 90-degree twin-turbo 4.0L V8 boasts 
some impressive figures even for a race car. And rumor 
has it that Lexus plans to fit this beautiful powerplant into 
their next-generation LFA II. Yes, you read that right – a 
GT3 endurance racing engine in the LFA II. 
First leaked on MAGX News (Japanese), if these 
rumors are true, it’d absolutely stir the pot for the next 
generation of supercar. And while there certainly 
remains the possibility that the LFA II may feature a 
hybrid or full EV powertrain, the prospect of such a 
racing engine is simply too tantalizing to ignore. 
 

 
 
The planned engine in question is Lexus’s 2022 24 
Hours of Nürburgring GT3 powerplant. To create the 
4.0L V8, Lexus effectively mated two of its SuperGT 
2000cc I-4s to a single crankshaft. In the 2016 season, 
these engines individually produced upwards of over 600 
horsepower for the GT500 class. Lexus made several 
attempts to mate the engines together into a V8 
configuration. In 2019, they announced the first 
prototype engine, set to debut in the 2020 24 Hours of 
Nürburgring. But ultimately Lexus pulled the vehicle 
before the race. However, by this current season, the 
engine returned as a stellar and undeniably vicious-
sounding unit. Check the video at the bottom for the raw, 
unfiltered sound of this absolute beast. 
Lexus has a long and storied history with V8s dating 
back to its inception. So it comes as no surprise that 
the next-generation halo car features such an iconic 
configuration, being a core component of Lexus’s 
heritage. From the very first LS to the ultra-modern LC, 
Lexus V8s remain a distinctive core component of the 
brand’s image. And with the next-generation LC F due 
around the corner as well, Gazoo Racing’s influence 
becomes more and more apparent as the official reveal 
date approaches. 
Road Car from Race Car, Not the Other Way Around 
From the beginning, Lexus stated their true intention with 
the twin-turbo V8. Back when Lexus announced the 
engine, they commented that the powerplant was 
“destined for use on future road cars such as sports 
cars.” Since then, speculation surrounded the LC F as 
the next recipient of the engine. But between Gazoo 
Racing and these new rumors, the LFA II’s likely to get 
the goods first. What’s more, the article continues 
wetting the appetite with rumors of suspension and 
running gear improvements derived from the GT3 car. 

However, MAGX states that Lexus hasn’t revealed any 
more specifics regarding these improvements. 
However, this certainly isn’t the first time such 
technology found its way onto the streets, even with 
Lexus. The LFA, for example, traces its lineage back to 
the 2007 LF-A concept. This very car found itself racing 
in prototype form in the 2008 VLN Nürburgring 4 Hours, 
then the 24-hours in 2009 where it finished 4th in-class. 
Because the car remained a prototype, Lexus 
seamlessly incorporating the racing tech into the 
production car. 
 

 
 
Due to this focus, the automotive community recognizes 
the LFA as an outstanding driver’s supercar. Its 
development lent the platform with the usable power and 
nimble feel of a proper race car. Lexus appears 
sympathetic to this philosophy, repeating what made the 
LFA successful and taking it one step further. The 
history certainly lends these rumors an additional air of 
credibility since Lexus isn’t exactly shy about this sort of 
thing. While nothing is certain this day and age, we’re 
nevertheless extremely excited about the prospect. And 
regardless of the engine, we can’t wait to find out more 
about this gorgeous new halo car 
 

 
 
2023 Corvette Z06 Pricing 
Confirmed! (Starts at $106,395 
with Delivery) 
By Patrick Rall – Corvette Forum 
 
C8 Corvette Z06 is priced higher relative to the 
Stingray than the C7, but lower than other 
supercars. 

Chevrolet announced the official pricing for the 2023 
Corvette Z06 via an email to media outlets. Starting at 
$105,000, the 670 horsepower C8 costs far less than its 
competition, but with a base price $40,000 higher than a 
base Stingray, some enthusiasts are unhappy about the 
price jump from the Stingray to the Z06. However, there 
is no car in the world that offers the performance 
capabilities of the LT6-powered Corvette with a price so 
close to the $100,000 mark. 



 13 

2023 Corvette Z06 Pricing 

As mentioned above, the 2023 Chevrolet Corvette 
Z06 starts at $105,000 for the coupe, but that doesn’t 
include the $1,395 destination fee so the actual starting 
price of $106,395 for the 1LZ coupe while the 1LZ 
convertible starts at $113,895. If you step up to the more 
heavily appointed 2LZ, the coupe starts at $115,595 and 
the convertible starts at $122,595. Finally, the top-of-the-
line Z06 3LZ starts at $120,245 for the coupe and 
$127,245 for the convertible. 

 

 

In addition to the basic trim level pricing, Chevrolet also 
shared the prices for some key options which are likely 
to be popular with C8 Corvette Z06 buyers. 

Most notably, the Z07 package adds the FE7 
suspension, Brembo carbon ceramic brakes underbody 
aero bits and Michelin Pilot Cup 2R ZP tires for $8,995, 
but there is a catch. This package requires buyers to 
pick one of the carbon aero packages, which cost 
$8,495 for Carbon Flash painted surfaces or $10,495 for 
visible carbon fiber. In other words, the Z07 package will 
cost you $17,490 or $19,490, depending on which aero 
kit finish chosen. 

Next, there is a set of carbon fiber wheels that are 
available with the Z06 package, delivering a 41-pound 
reduction in unsprung mass. These wheels cost $9,995 
if painted Carbon Flash while the visible carbon fiber 
option costs $11,995. 

In short, if you want a loaded 2023 Corvette Z06 coupe 
with the Z07 package, visible carbon fiber parts and the 
lightweight wheels, you will be looking at a price of 
$151,730 before any other options. That might seem like 
a big chunk of change for an American performance car, 
but when you look at the competitors to the Z06, this 
Corvette is actually a smoking bargain. 

Other Mid-Engine Supercar Pricing 

Aside from the C7 ZR1, the C8 Corvette Z06 has the 
highest starting price of any Corvette ever, but it is also 
the best performing Corvette ever – likely besting the 
ZR1 in most areas shy of the dyno. While some people 
will scoff at the C8 Z06 price, $40,000 higher than the 
Stingray, we should really be looking at how the pricing 
compares to its actual competition. 

 

The top competitors for the new Z06 are the Audi R8, 
the Porsche 911 GT3, the Lamborghini Huracan Evo, 
the Ferrari F8 Tributo and the McLaren 720S. The Audi 
is the least expensive of this group at $148,700, so it 
starts just below the price of a loaded C8 Z06. The 911 
starts at $169,700, the Lamborghini and Ferrari both 
start north of $200,000 and the McLaren starts over 
$300,000. 

While it will have to be proven in the real world, the odds 
are good that the 2023 Corvette Z06 will beat most of 
these cars in most types of races, yet the Chevy starts 
tens of thousands lower than the least expensive 
competitor and for the cost of the McLaren, you could be 
two loaded Z06s. 

 

 

Corvette Dealer Gets Roasted on 
social media for $90K Markup 

By: Alex, Muscle Cars, and Trucks 

The United States and Canada are currently 
experiencing some of the most ridiculous dealership 
markups in history, and as long as there is demand, 
there doesn’t appear to be a clear end in sight. And, 
unfortunately, there’s little that automakers have been 
able to do However, now there is a surefire way to 
squash dealers in their tracks, and it’s as easy as 
causing a little bit of a stink online. 
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Mac Maik Chevrolet in Houston was pressured to walk 
back on its decisions when the purchase agreement for 
a new Corvette Z06 was posted online. As indicated 
below, the agreement required a $6,000 non-refundable 
deposit, and that the vehicle would be sold for $90,000 
over MSRP. 

 

 
 
Luckily, Josh Potts, the dealership’s general manager, 
took to social media to apologize for the markup, and 
even notified those with a Z06 on order that the cost 
would be lowered back to MSRP. 
 
 
Chevrolet itself can’t be fully blamed (unless you 
consider the creation of a desirable vehicle as culpable), 
as way back when the Z06 was first brought out, the 
brand sent out a letter to its dealership network warning 
of the consequences of markups. Dealerships, of 
course, took no mind to this letter and attempted to 
gouge customers regardless. 
 
There are multiple layers to keep buyers from making 
money on their sports cars, too. Chevrolet introduced a 
system for owners that would reward them with $5,000 
dollars (in the form of 500,000 Chevrolet points, to be 
redeemed at participating dealerships) if they didn’t flip 
their Z06 for 12 months. A more direct approach to 
flippers was also implemented, a voided warranty for 
those that sold early. Obviously, none of these tactics 

could override the greed of opportunistic dealers, or of 
car flippers. 
 
Hopefully we see a lot more of this public shaming of 
vehicle dealers online, as it hurts the entire industry for 
the middleman to extract more of our hard-earned cash, 
and for what? To put it on a nice pedestal and offer us 
some putrid brown water in a feeble paper cup as we 
gaze at its magnificence? Not on our watch. Cancel 
culture can go too far at times but charging almost 
$100,000 over the MSRP for the privilege of purchasing 
a product is a crime punishable by severe derision, in 
our books. 
 
And maybe that’s the way to ultimately control both 
dealer markups and flippers, by everybody collectively 
policing the market ourselves. 
 

 
 

THE END 
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